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Brock Hoskins

Making a Difference for Adoptive

Families

In 2013, the 501 (c) (3) status was approved for the Christian Orphan Fund, a nonprofit organization that Brock started. People who know him usually wonder why
he started a fund to help people adopt children, when he has never adopted. Brock says, “My wife and I saw people in our neighborhood adopting children out of
the Ukraine with special needs. We didn’t know anything about it before that. The concept of going to another country and getting a special-needs child and paying
all the money that they do for that was so foreign to me.”
 
Brock continues, “I remember the people having a bake sale to try and raise $30,000. I couldn’t even imagine! They needed more help than a bake sale could raise.
We decided to help them, and then we decided to talk about how we could do this on a bigger scale. I decided that if I could create my own organization to help
with this and then share it with my friends, that it would mean more because they know and trust me. But even if no one else ever gave to it, it is still something that
is important to me.”
 
Now in the third full year of operation, the Christian Orphan Fund continues to increase the amount of funds every year. Brock says, “We have helped 76 children
be adopted since the beginning. Those 76 children represent 53 families. We have had families adopt as many as five children at a time, though most only adopt
one.”
 
The typical grant amount that the Christian Orphan Fund donates is between four and five thousand dollars. Brock explains, “With an adoption totaling about
$30,000, we’d like to be able to do more. But when we tell people that we are giving them $4,000, they start crying on the phone. We always have a group of people
waiting for funds and we give out every dollar as fast as we can bring it in.”
 
Brock doesn’t operate his nonprofit in the way that many other nonprofits in the area operate. He says, “We’ve never advertised at all, other than just having a
website and blog detailing our stories. Adoptive communities talk online and hear about us. It’s amazing how people find out about us. My vision is that people will
hear about us and be compelled by God to support us. Just like the organization grows by word of mouth for the applicants, I’d like to see it grow in the same way
for donors. I don’t see us throwing big galas to raise money.”
 
It is obvious that Brock’s heart is tied up in the organization and how it is able to touch families. “What’s amazing to me is how much these adoptive parents love
these kids before they even get them home. One family got a child home from China just in time for him to have heart surgery. And they are not rich families, not in
the way of money. The financial burden should not hinder a family from taking in a child that no one else wants to care for.”
 
Brock is very insistent that he is doing nothing that is attention-worthy. He says, “It just seems like the obvious thing to do. It’s not just the humanitarian part of it.
These children are going to hear the gospel when they get here and that is the most important part to us. Just the family stories keep me motivated to continue. The
faith they have and the determination they have…they are the ones doing all the work.”

By Glenda Graves
Portrait photos by Don Shreve
 
Brock Hoskins, a civil engineer who is chief operating officer and executive vice
president of Garver in Fayetteville, grew up in Joplin, just a short distance from
his future home in Northwest Arkansas. He describes his mother as “a great
Christian woman, who still had amazing faith, even after dealing with
overwhelming circumstances.” Brock’s biological father, who was also a civil
engineer, died in a car accident when Brock was only four years old. But Brock
was blessed with a wonderful stepfather, who came into his life when he was
seven years old.
 
After high school in Joplin, he went on to college at the University of Arkansas
and then got his master’s at the University of Texas in Austin. He’s one of those
rare few these days who can say he has only ever had one job. He began working
with Garver as an intern while he was in college, and continued upon graduation,
working for the Little Rock office. When Garver expanded to Northwest
Arkansas, he was the perfect fit.
 
And that is where Brock’s story really began to take shape. Right before Brock
moved to Northwest Arkansas, he met his future wife, Crystal, while in Joplin for
Christmas. Brock moved to Fayetteville in March of 1999, and he and Crystal
were married in April of 2000. They waited several years before having children,
but in 2006, their first little girl, Bleu, was born. Just a few years later, Crystal and
Brock had another girl they named Laken. Brock says, “I couldn’t have even
imagined how much I could love someone before I had kids.” And it was that love
that eventually led to something Brock considers much larger than himself.
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When it comes down to it, Brock says he doesn’t want to ask people for money because there are so many worthy causes, but he does want people to be aware of
the Christian Orphan Fund and who they are helping, in case they feel compelled to give. “I hope that I am sensitive to God’s leading. I hope Christian Orphan Fund
is a witness to people. If you go to our website [christianorphanfund.com], you will see what we believe and I think you will be compelled.”
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Q&A with Brock Hoskins

 
1. What is your favorite book? The Bible, and then Strong Fathers, Strong Daughters by
Meg Meeker.
 
2. What was the last movie you watched? Probably one with my girls. My favorite
movies are It’s a Wonderful Life and Lonesome Dove.
 
3. Do you read blogs, other than your own? I read a lot of conservative commentary
online; examples include the Patriot Post and Matt Walsh.
 
4. What is your favorite part of Northwest Arkansas? The prevalence of conservative,
family values. 
 
5. What has been your proudest moment? The birth of my girls.
 
6. What person, living or deceased, would you most like to have dinner with? My dad.
 
7. What is your favorite Bible verse/story? Probably a tie between Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego and David vs. Goliath.
 
8. Do you have a trademark saying or philosophy? My stepdad taught me to do the
right thing, regardless of popularity or consequences.
 
9. Where do you hope to see the future of Christian Orphan Fund? I hope to reach
more adoptive families and with greater grant amounts. 
 
10. What’s the most important thing you want people to take from this story? The
vast majority of Christian families are not adopting, but can be a significant help to the
small minority who are. As others become aware of the self-sacrifice and commitment of
these adoptive families and the love they are bringing to their adopted children, as well as
the initial high cost, I believe more will be compelled to support them financially.
Christian Orphan Fund is a 501(c) (3) and 100 percent of external contributions are passed
on to grant recipients. Board members cover any administrative costs as a portion of their
support.


